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the gap
Man is a cubical shaped figure who rectifies all bumps and humps in order to 
keep his desolate world flat. His confrontation with a little red ball, that 
loves to create gigantic holes, messes up his ideal of a perfect straight 
world.



SYNOPSIS

Man, a blocked looking figure, lives alone in a flat monotone rectangular 
landscape. All Man wants, at all times, is to keep his world flat and clean. 
On an ordinary day he gets confronted with an intruder, a little playful red 
ball who likes to bounce and make holes.  

The inevitable confrontation happens when Man discovers a gigantic deep pit 
that Ball created. Next to the pit there is a huge mountain of blocks, the 
architecture of it is impressive. In the fight of destroying Ball and filling 
the deep pit, Man is blind with anger and hate, which brings him literally 
into a black hole.   

When Man thinks he finally got things back in control, he finds himself 
confronted with an even bigger dilemma. 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

The Gap is an open universal graphic film. It’s an abstract narrative without 
dialogue. The underlying story portrays the ancient discussion between 
progressive and conservative. The search for balance between both opposites.

The goals of the 2 characters are opposite to each other. Ball makes holes 
and Man fills up holes. It creates annoyances and a tension builds up when 
they meet. Man doesn’t like Ball and Ball doesn’t understand what’s wrong. 
Man craves for control in his world; he wants everything to be manageable, 
understandable and comprehensible.

Also visually the characters are directly opposites in their black-and-white 
world. Man is closely graphical connected with the surroundings but Ball 
looks like an outsider. He’s the only colourful and round element and being 
so different and free he literally splashes of the screen.  

The purist graphic style of the landscape carries simplicity. The world 
is created only with pencil on plain paper. Man lives in a wide harsh flat 
landscape where the rough filled in shades and eclectic shapes enhance the 
drama. Just simple pencil lines suggest an epic looking architecture. The 
pure rectangular look underlines the neurotic nature of our protagonist. 

The carefully crafted sound design puts an extra layer on top of their 
extremes, and the playful music of Ted Milton reinforces their wider range 
of emotions.

Thank You. 
Patrick Vandebroeck. 
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