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. A story by Jeanette Groenendaal, recent graduate of Semester 24, on promoting her DasArts Final Project and documentary ‘24/7 The Dutch Cocaine Factory’.

“I always tell the truth. Even when I lie.”
 (Tony Montana)

“With the latest public surveillance techniques of our international satellite society, we observe Arend, Leon and Ton – Dutch gentlemen who deal with the illegal drug Cocaine on a daily basis, each from a different perspective: Visual, Auditive and Cognitive; suspected, persecuted and ‘perpetrated’. What happens to your life when you are a suspect? How suspect is information superiority itself? And who surveys the Surveillance?

There is a pressing need to investigate in the story of 24/7, the Dutch Cocaine Factory. By using the documentary method, the ‘true’ aspect of characters and situations inspire and reflect facts that surpass all fantasy, are Bigger than Life.  Reality is given a slight push to match the protagonists’ phantasmagoria, a state of consciousness that not many of us will ever experience.”

That is what I wrote to the International Film Festival Rotterdam as a ‘Director’s Statement’ when sending in the rough cut of my film, the full title of which is 24/7 Pro Paranoia, the Dutch Cocaine Factory. It is my DasArts Final Project, 2006 and is trying to find its way into the world, seeking an international audience.

Those words make me giggle now. Goodness, filmmaking is so very different from performance and live theatre! In the last half year I’ve had so many ‘high’ moments without an audience. Of course, I’ve taken advantage of all sorts of opportunities to include the audiences to my performances in the show – they have become actors in my movie! But all those words and all that energy and nobody has seen anything yet! Filmmaking must be a tantric exercise: discipline and concentration, holding within and orgasmic delay.

In this ‘globally warmed’ autumn, I am now waiting for a response from the Film Fund and the IFFR. How humble can you be after a period of intensive investigation, development and production? Surrender to the passion of giving form to the most fascinating and intriguing research I have ever performed, with the results on a silvery disk. Because yes, ‘performance’ is the right word to describe what you do when playing the independent moviemaker. And the world’s a stage! Perform the director, just cut and paste! 

The magic phrase “It’s a DasArts graduation piece” elicited multiple invitations: to Air Force Shows and prison institutes, who sent me their promotional tapes for possible use in the film. Universities, Colonial Buildings and Botanical Gardens opened their gates for free. Surveillance towers turned into film sets, factories were accessible for a bottle of wine….  You name it, you get it when you utter those words... and to be honest, I started loving it more and more, I don’t want it to stop yet!

I remember one of my DasArts advisors saying: “You are riding a wild horse, be careful it doesn’t take you for a ride.” But it was high spring, energy was still rising and indeed, I loved the dangerous and adventurous trails I was exploring. By now, one hot summer and two full months of complex computer-screen concentration later, I must say I wish I could close my eyes and sleep, sleep. Until I found myself in a dark, crowded, hot movie theatre surrounded by all of you watching 24/7, a subtitled version with corrected colour and sound. And received your warm compliments, applause, flowers and a diploma! 

Let this be an invitation for you: Welcome at the premiere, wherever it is going to be, at the Rotterdam Film Festival, Kriterion, on TV or at underground screenings.
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The Ambitious Daily Diary of Jeanette Groenendaal ( www.zootengenant.com 

www.desk.nl/~artporn/ )
October 12, 2006 Upon arriving at DasArts to hand in the financial review of the production, they ask me if VPRO has already called... My cell phone indeed has messages. When I answer the call, a friendly interested voice says that a ‘Gentle Soul’ at DasArts has suggested that if he wants to “see water burning” he should attend the preview of the movie 24/7 the Dutch Cocaine Factory. We make an appointment for a talk show sometime around the premiere. 

Friday the 13th My editor/husband Zoot and I visit Arend, the main character and inspiration for the film, for a first viewing of the film. Arend invites another Gangstalking (http://www.gangstalking.ca/ ) victim to join the viewing. We watch carefully. Arend approves, but gives some directions for the translation. ‘Kut’ is not ‘fuck’, ‘kut’ should be written ‘cut’ as in ‘cut coke’. Another ugly phrase like ‘cold turkey’ should be changed and we miss the scene about ‘the Russian Elite on Coke en masse’. Our guest misses a few ‘Perps’ (http://www.stopcovertwar.com/perps.html ) in the scene in the cocaine factory; he says there are always cleaners or strange cars hanging around for the sheer purpose of ‘perpetrating’. 

October 14, 2006  Research more news from the ‘tap chambers’ (http://www.statewatch.org/ ). It seems there are hundreds of blind people who are provided with the bugging job, listening in and typing their daily soap operas. I would love to add this scene to the film. Blind typing ears that write down everything that is said.

October 16, 2006  Receive a mail from the Rotterdam Film Festival, the film 24/7 the Dutch Cocaine Factory has been received in good order, when the committee has seen the film they will immediately contact me. We have a viewing with Harco at DasArts, and decide to experiment with the epilogue: take out the private clinic with the cigar-smoking best-selling psychiatrist or leaving it in, out or in? Breathing through the meaning of “The End”.

October 17, 2006  In my bathtub when the phone rings: Dorien, a journalist for Esta magazine who writes books on the Royal Family; her partner is a lawyer at the same office as the lawyer in my film, Leon van Kleef, and she has heard about a cocaine factory sponsored by the bank that has Royal antecedents. We make an appointment and a deal. She will not write about it before the film gets a proper premiere, and she will promote the film.

October 18, 2006  Film Fund calls: I am invited to discuss the film with the committee, they have questions about the amount of truth in my film. I say, “I’d rather stay secretive about the truth of the calculation at the end, for it’s personal and quite a confession. But with regard to the helicopter and the divers I can say: Yes, that was staged. For the rest ... I always tell the truth. Even when I lie.” My appointment will be on the 30th of October 2006.

October 19, 2006  I meet Kees. I ask him what he thinks of the idea of lobbying the Film Fund right now in order to help my film. We have an inspiring chat and we decide to watch the film together. When he leaves me his email address, it seems he works for the Rotterdam Film Festival. A Tiger! Events bring me closer to my goal every day.

It seems I have become a walking promotion campaign with the desire to show this DasArts Final Project on a decent stage and share the moving pictures with an audience. In regard to the quote by Scarface, Tony Montana, I agree with Michael Haneke, “A movie is 24 lies a second.” He was paraphrasing Jean Luc Godard, who saw “the truth in 24 images a second.” But the opening scene of 24/7 the Dutch Cocaine Factory contains the paradox of being both. While we were shooting the docu-tective, the police returned a massive amount of self-surveillance tapes to Arend. They had investigated his 3-year-long video diary, recorded on ‘Intellex’ ( <http://www.jebentnietalleen.com/11.html> <http://www.newstrench.com/01secret/01secret.htm> )
, a robot which stored time-lapse video material from 16 cameras, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. And they didn’t find what they were looking for. 
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Jeanette Groenendaal, FP 24, October 2006

Storyboard drawings;  Zoot Derks

Filmstills; Jeanette Groenendaal 

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











[image: image9.png]


_1223377435.doc
[image: image1.png]






