5 WALKS

Logline

The horror and grandeur of the last remnant of Northern European primary forest conjures up a history of hunting, fleeing and meetings with magical creatures. The first part of a series of films on the cultural meaning of landscape.

Synopsis

 

The forest itself is not threatening, mysterious, resplendent or idyllic. We are the ones that fill it with meaning using stories and images. Culture annexes nature by animating it.

Forest histories differ little from country to country and era to era. They are always stories about wandering, hunting, meetings with magical creatures, fertility cults and tree worship whereby desecration of the tree can only be put right with a sacrifice. He who knows nature’s laws will see wonderful places whilst roaming the forest. Those that don’t belong, will become hopelessly lost.

It is conspicuous how resilient landscape myths are. While the primeval forests dwindle away - only a few dozen square kilometres remain in Europe - the myth of the wild forest seems to have adapted itself. Motorways are our new forest paths with neon signs as the ignis fatuus and drivers on the wrong side of the road as its fauns. The speed and strength of machines have taken the place of the wild beast. The chaos of the primeval forest and society’s order are two sides of the same leaf.

